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REGENTS ANNOUNCE RECORD ENROLLMENT IN POSTSECONDARY
EDUCATION

Baton Rouge: The Louisiana Board of Regents announced Wednesday at its monthly meeting
that total enrollment at public colleges and universities in the state is up this year, marking a new record-
high statewide enrollment. This year 210,635 students are attending Louisiana’s four-year universities,
community colleges and technical colleges, a 3% increase over last fall’s numbers.  In addition,
freshmen enrollment is up statewide by 5.67%.

“The enrollment trends show that our colleges and universities continue to serve a vital and
expanded role in preparing our citizens for the world of work in today’s knowledge economy.  I am
particularly pleased to see our four-year institutions attracting better-prepared students through
enhanced admission standards, while our community and technical colleges are providing access to
college and solid workforce preparation for record numbers of new students,” said Commissioner of
Higher Education Joe Savoie.

Four-year institutions are now working to enhance recruitment, marketing and retention efforts
as they prepare to implement new admission standards by the fall of 2005.  The state minimum will
require for the first time that students entering most Louisiana four-year universities have completed the
Regents’ (currently TOPS) core curriculum, in addition to one of the following: earning a 2.0 GPA,
achieving an ACT composite score of 20, or graduating in the top half of their graduating class.  

“2005 is just around the corner and campuses are doing all that they can to prepare for this
change in admissions criteria.  We continue to communicate directly with parents, students and  middle
school and high school officials to ensure that everyone is fully aware of the changes. Campuses are
working with their feeder schools to get the word out, and there is continuing emphasis on stronger
teacher preparation.  This is a full-court press to improve students’ access and increase student success
in our state,” Savoie said.

For the last two years campuses have been hosting Freshmen Fairs to bring eighth and ninth
grade students - future freshmen - to college campuses to learn more about admission requirements and
TOPS,  and to meet with college recruiters. addition, the Commissioner of Higher Education has
written directly to eighth and ninth grade parents about the admission requirements, and he has sought
the assistance of churches throughout the state to help inform everyone about the new admission
requirements. 
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In addition, the Commissioner of Higher Education has written directly to eighth and ninth grade
parents about the admission requirements, and he has sought the assistance of churches throughout the
state to help inform everyone about the new admission requirements. 

“We know that solid academic preparation is the key to college success.  Students dramatically
increase their odds of graduating from college if they have taken a college preparatory curriculum in
high school. In addition, these courses are required for TOPS qualification.  That gives students two
great reasons to focus on preparation,” said Savoie.

The Board of Regents has also provided free-of-charge ACT preparation assessments for all
public 8th and 10th grade students.  The assessments are part of Louisiana’s Educational Planning and
Assessment System (EPAS). They provide an overview of each student’s academic standing and a
career assessment identifying potential jobs that match the student’s interests. The assessment provides
information that can help parents, teachers and counselors more knowledgeably advise students in their
efforts to prepare for college.  More than 160,000 students have participated in the program thus far.  

Additional outreach efforts designed to inform the public about the new admission standards
and the value of quality academic preparation are underway.  Currently, the Regents are designing a
special magazine that will be sent to every eighth grader in the state promoting the new standards,
academic preparation and Louisiana’s outstanding public institutions.

“We must continue to provide every opportunity for our citizens to achieve academic success. 
Postsecondary education serves as a vital bridge to economic and social vitality, so it is incumbent on
us to promote opportunities and the preparation necessary for success,” Savoie said.  

Campus-specific enrollment numbers for fall 2003 will be available after 12:00 noon today. To
view campus-specifc enrollment numbers, visit the Board of Regents website at
www.regents.state.la.us, and click on “What’s New at the Board of Regents.”

In other Board action, the following academic programs and research centers were approved:

Proposed Academic Program - Conditional Approval
LTC-Ascension - A.A.S. in Process Control Technology (in collaboration with River Parishes
Community College)

Conditionally-approved programs receiving final five-year approval:
LSU-A&M - Hurricane Center
LSU-A&M - Center for Rotating Machinery
LSU-Shreveport - Red River Watershed Management Institute

The Board also approved the preliminary 2004-2005 Capital Outlay recommendations.
Because of the current project backlog, the recommendations included a very limited number of new
projects.

In addition, the Regents adopted a resolution honoring UNO Chancellor Greg O’Brien, who
has elected to return to the classroom in December, for his sixteen years of service to the university in
that capacity, and Shreveport resident Mickey Prestridge was appointed by the Board to the Louisiana
Proprietary School Advisory Commission.

-30-


